
 
Primate Behavior and Biology 

Anthropology 363 
Spring 2014 

 
    Instructor: Dr. Michelle Rodrigues 
    E-mail: rodrigma@wfu.edu  
    Class time: Tu/Th 11am to 12:15 pm 
    Class location: 018 Carswell Hall 
    Office Hours:  MW 1-3 PM (and by appointment if needed). 
    Office:  Anthropology Building (1st floor beneath Museum) 

 
 
Required Reading: Primate Behavior Ecology, 4th ed., by Karen Strier (PBE)  
   Primate Ethnographies, by Karen Strier (PE) 
   Gorillas in the Mists, by Dian Fossey 
   Assigned scientific articles will be posted on Sakai 
 
Introduction: 
This course examines primate behavior, biology, and ecology in evolutionary context.  
Biological and social adaptations of prosimians, monkeys, and apes will be explored.  Through 
interactive lecture/discussion, activities, films, and readings you will gain a great understanding 
of the diverse species of the Primate Order. In particular, we will focus on the interrelationship 
between how primatologists study primates, and the insights primate behavior and biology give 
us in understanding our own species. 
 
Course Objectives: 
*To understand why we study primates within biological anthropology 
*To learn about the diet, social organization, and social behavior in primates 
*To understand how ecology and evolution shape primate behavior and biology 
*To learn about how primatologists study primates in captive and wild settings 
*To gain insight into how studying primates helps us learn about ourselves 
*To gain knowledge of the social and environmental pressures that endangers primates 
 
Course Requirements: Grades for the course will be based determined on written assignments 
and participation. 
 
Discussion/Participation: 30 points (2 pts/week) 
E-portfolio Assignments: 120 points (8 pts/week) 
Midterm Project/Paper: 100 points 
Final Research Paper: 100 points 
Total: 350 points 

 
 
 
 
 



GRADING PROCEDURES: Letter grades will be assigned as follows. In borderline cases, 
attendance and participation will be used to determine the final course grade. 
 94-100%=A  84-86.9%=B  74-76.9%=C  64-66.9%=D  
 90-93.9%=A-  80-83.9%=B-  70-73.9%=C-  60-63.9=D- 
 87-89.9%=B+  77-79.9%=C+   67-69.9%=D+   below 60%=F 
 
Philosophy of Grading:  
Instructors do not give grades; students earn their grades.  Your final grade is your 
responsibility. The only legitimate reason to change a grade is if there was a mistake in grading.  
Any questions about grading must be in writing and given to the instructor within the first week 
of receiving your graded assignment back. 
 
Dian Fossey Archives: 
Wake Forest University is fortunate to have the materials of a Fossey biographer, Harold Hayes. 
Hayes wrote The Dark Romance of Dian Fossey and bequeathed his materials to the Z Smith 
Reynolds Library. The materials are at the Special Collections department, and include letters, 
interviews, field notes, research protocol, etc. You can view the inventory of materials 
at  http://wakespace.lib.wfu.edu/handle/10339/36412 under “Dian Fossey projects” in the Hayes 
collection inventory. Because of these amazing resources, we will use Fossey’s autobiography 
and, Hayes’s primary source materials, alongside other readings and observations at the zoo to 
learn about primate fieldwork, gorilla behavior in captivity and the wild, and conservation. We 
will not be reading The Dark Romance of Dian Fossey or watching the movie version of Gorillas 
in the Mist. However, both are at the library, and I encourage you to read/watch these materials 
after you have read Gorillas in the Mist or when the course is completed. 
 
Papers: 
 
*The Midterm Paper will be a 7-10 page paper based on gorilla observational projects at the 
North Carolina Zoo. THE ZOO TRIP IS SATURDAY, MARCH 1ST. If you are unable to 
attend, notify me as soon as possible so that we can plan an alternate trip for you to do the 
behavioral project before the scheduled trip. See midterm paper instructions on Sakai. 
 
*The Final Paper will be a 10 page paper on a topic of your choice relevant to course material. 
See midterm paper instructions on Sakai. 
 
E-Portfolios: 
You will be required to do weekly e-portfolios on wordpress. You can view my e-portfolio 
http://mrodrigueseportfolio.wordpress.com/, and I will be doing weekly e-portfolios along with 
you. They must be turned every Thursday night. You are required to read your classmates e-
portfolios, comment on at least two , and be prepared to discuss them for the next Tuesday. You 
will have two “late passes” for e-portfolios; you must post the e-portfolio by the following 
Thursday, but you will not be penalized for late submission. See e-portfolio instructions on 
Sakai for set up, weekly prompts/instructions, and examples of other e-porfolios. 
 
 
 



Field Trips: 
There will be two field trips and both are required. If you are unable attend, please notify 
me as soon as possible, and you will be required to make a trip the alternate day. One will 
be Saturday, March 1st, at the North Carolina Zoo, and is necessary to complete the midterm 
paper. The other will be to the Duke Lemur Center in April (DATE TBD), and will be necessary 
to complete the final e-portfolio assignment. I will post the exact date as soon as I can finalize it 
with personnel at the lemur center. If you are unable to go, please talk to me and make 
arrangements to attend a public tour. I highly recommend trying to make the scheduled field trip, 
as the Research Manager will take us on a tour and discuss her work and research there. 
 
Students with Disabilities: Anyone who feels they may need an accommodations 
based on the impact of a disability MUST contact me privately during the first 
week of the course to discuss your specific needs. You MUST provide written 
documentation from the Disability Services at the Learning Assistance Center. 
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR REGISTERING WITH DISABILITY 
SERVICES. They can be contacted at 336-758-5929 and are located at 117 
Reynolda Hall. 
 
Participation: 
Classes will consist primarily of interactive lecture/discussion, as well as some videos and 
activities. Participation will be assessed on a weekly basis, with 2 points possible each week. If 
you have to miss class for a documented absence, please contact me. 
 
COURSE POLICIES: 
 
**Students are expected to attend class each day prepared to discuss course material and raise 
any questions encountered in the assigned readings. 
**Cell phones, pagers, tablets and any other electronic devices must be set to mute. If you have 
an emergency and need to be available, you can put it on vibrate and keep it on the table if you 
notify me at the beginning of class.  
**I will make every effort to respond to student e-mails within 48 hours. If it is an urgent 
concern, I will do my best to respond immediately. If you have not received a response in 48 
hours, resend your e-mail in case I did not receive it. 
 
Week 1 (Tu 1/14: Th 1/16) 
Introduction to Primatology 
Read:  PBE Preface, & Ch.1, PE Preface 
Due: E-portfolio #1: Introduce Yourself 

 
Week 2 (Tu 1/21: Th 1/23) 
Studying Primates in Anthropology 
READ: PE. CH 1, Riley (2013) 
Due: E-portfolio #2: Interdisciplinary Primatology 
 
 



Week 3 (Tu 1/28: Th 1/30) 
Primate Traits and Taxonomy 
Read PBE Ch2, Strier (1994) 
Due: E-portfolio #3: Primate Diversity 
 
Week 4 (Tu 2/4: Th 2/6) 
Primates Past and Present 
Read PBE Ch3, Cortes-Ortiz, 2007 
Due: E-portfolio #4: Primate Hybridization 
 
Week 5 (Tu 2/11: Th: 2/13) 
Evolution and Social Behavior 
Read PBE Ch. 4 PE, Ch. 10 Ch , Silk (2002) 
Due: E-portfolio #5: First Article Review 
 
Week 6 (Tu 2/18: Th 2/20) 
Evolution and Sex 
Read PB Ch.5, Parish and De Waal (2000) 
Due: E-portfolio #6: Bonobo Sexuality 
 
Week 7 (Tu 2/25: TH 2/27) 
Food, Foraging, and Females 
Read PB Ch. 6, Symington (1990) 
Due: E-portfolio #7: Food and Social Organization 
Saturday March 1: NC Zoo Field Trip 

 
Week 8 (Tu 3/4: Th 3/6) 
Studying Gorillas 
Read: Gorillas in the Mists, PE, #15 
Due: E-portfolio #8: Fossey Archives (Behavior) 
 
Week 9  
ENJOY YOUR SPRING BREAK!  
 
Week 10 (Tu 3/18/Th 3/20) 
Female Strategies 
Read : PB Ch7, PE Ch 9 
Due: E-portfolio #9: Zoo Impressions AND Midterm Paper 

 
Week 11 (Tu 3/25: Th 3/27) 
Male Strategies 
Read PB Ch. 8 PE Ch 18 
Due: E-portfolio #10: Proposed Paper Topics 
 
 
 



 
Week 12 (Tu 4/1:Th 4/3) 
Devolopment Through Life Stages 
Read PB Ch. 9, PE Ch 7, and Rodrigues (2007) 
Due E-portfolio #11: Second Article Review 

 
Week 13 (Tu 4/8) 
Communication and Cognition 
Read PBE Ch# 10, Lindshield and Rodrigues (2009), Amici et al. (2008) 
CLASS CANCELLED TH 4/10 
Watch Ape Genius (link posted on Sakai) 
Due: E-portfolio #12: How do we assess cognition? 
 
Week 14 (Tu 4/15: Th 4/17) 
Community Ecology 
Read PBE Ch #11, PE Ch. 13 
Due: E-portfolio #13: Polyspecific Associations 

 
Week  15 (Tue 4/22; Th 4/24) 
Conservation 
Read PBE Ch#12, PE, CH. 20 & 21 
Due: E-portfolio #14: Fossey Archives: Conservation 
 
Week 16 (Tu 4/29) 
 What have we learned? 
Read: PE Ch #12, Ch #17 
Due: E-portfolio #15: Lemur Center Reflections 
 
Final papers are due by 12 pm, Thursday May 8 in my office/office mailbox. 
 

 


